
Prisoners learn from each other

A CELEBRATION of achievement was held at HMP The Verne to mark the success of the Toe by Toe Scheme in which more than 80 prisoners are currently participating.

The special guests were Governor Denise Hodder, who congratulated the men and cut the celebration cake, and Mr Robin Collis from the Shannon Trust.

The Toe by Toe Scheme, aimed at the development of literacy in prisons, is run at no cost to the tax payer as it is operated by the prisoners themselves through peer mentoring and the necessary tuition books are funded by the Shannon Trust, a charity founded in 1996 by Christopher Morgan specifically for the purpose.

The charity encourages prisons to develop mentor teams of literate prisoners who run daily one-to-one 20-minute sessions with illiterate fellow prisoners using the Toe by Toe Scheme.

These sessions, run in the prisoners' own free time, can be conducted, subject to security needs, in a prisoner's cell and the scheme is recognised as complementing prisoners' success in the formal education classes and it has been shown that throughout the prison service 4,000 prisoners learn to read each year through this unique programme.

Mrs Katrina Thompson, a member of the Verne Chaplaincy Team, has been the moving force behind the scheme being operated at the Verne and she said: "In the case of the Verne, besides helping our own nationals, we are also able to give massive support to our many foreign nationals who would otherwise be unable to take advantage of the education and other opportunities within the prison system.

"Here at present we have well over 30 mentors and an ongoing number of around 50 mentees."

At the celebration, mentor Tony said: "It's great when I see a mentee eventually progress to going to the prison library and reading a newspaper," and Adebayo, a teacher in his own country, said: "I love being a mentor, doing my former job and helping others through the difficulties of being illiterate."

Mentee Alan added: "It's a joy when a mentee can eventually send letters to family and read the replies.

"Governor Hodder presented certificates of achievement to four mentees and other awards, including dictionaries, were made to Alan as the outstanding mentee, Tony as the mentor we cannot do without' and John whose calligraphy skills enhance the certificates."

At the end of the evening when a prisoner called for a vote of thanks for Mrs Thompson, the men gave a standing ovation to this chaplaincy team member who, step by step, has been responsible at Verne for the success of Toe by Toe which has led them into the best means of communication and could lead them into a better life on their release.
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